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WHITE CORELLAS 
Grievance 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [9.25 am]: My grievance today is directed to the Minister for Environment, 
Hon Albert Jacob. Whether we live in Carine, Wembley, Woodlands, Joondalup, Guildford or any other suburb 
throughout the metropolitan area, we are subjected to the invasion of white corellas. This is my second grievance 
about this ongoing problem; the first being in May 2013. I have received numerous complaints over many years 
from constituents who have complained about the increased corella population. The birds are not native to WA 
and, as an invasive species, they have effectively replaced all native WA birds, such as galahs and the  
twenty-eight parrot. 
Carine Glades shopping centre car park has many gum trees, and the birds have taken over. They remain noisy 
throughout the night due to the lights being on at the shopping centre, resulting in sleepless nights for 
neighbours. Their droppings land on parked cars and on the asphalt around food outlets, which is also a health 
risk. They also plague Carine Open Space with their noise and destructive behaviour. The trees where they perch 
for the night are often destroyed little by little because they chew the bark off smaller branches. 
I have been trying to find a solution for this problem for years and would like to provide a more recent example 
of the frustration I have experienced on this merry-go-round I have been riding. In a response received from the 
minister, dated 4 March 2014, he acknowledged that and states, according to my notes — 

The Department of Parks and Wildlife did operate a trial control program for introduced corellas and 
lorikeets, which included the development of effective techniques for the humane control of these birds 
that could be used by other land managers, such as local government. Unfortunately, this control work 
was undertaken using specific grants, which are no longer available, so the program is not ongoing. 
A coordinated integrated control program is required to effectively manage these birds in urban and 
near-urban areas. To implement the initial phase of this Strategy within the greater metropolitan and 
surrounding area, broad involvement and support from local governments across this region is required. 
All local governments within the greater metropolitan area were asked to consider this proposal and 
make a commitment to fund a minimum of $5,000 per annum for five years. However, of the 36 local 
governments contacted, only 22 responded. 11 rejected the funding proposal, and of the 11 responses 
that were financially supportive, only four provided in-principle support for possible future 
consideration. 
Unfortunately, this low level of commitment is not sufficient to operate a control program of this 
nature, and the control of these introduced birds on lands managed by local government, such as the 
Carine Open Space, will therefore be the responsibility of local government. 
The Department of Parks and Wildlife has undertaken some training of external providers in the use of 
appropriate control techniques and the department can put interested local governments in contact with 
these contractors.” 

I also wrote to the City of Stirling, and its response on 14 March 2014 states, according to my notes — 
As advised previously, the City does not undertake culling of native wildlife as this is actually the 
domain of the State Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPAW). Besides, the City does not possess the 
necessary expertise to undertake this work. 

Although the City of Stirling does not agree to direct funding of the programme, it stands ready to 
provide in-kind support as per previous arrangements with DPAW. 

On 16 May 2014, I wrote to the City of Stirling advising that another constituent had again complained about 
these nuisance birds and that I had recently received a response from the Minister for Environment stating that 
the management responsibility for Carine Open Space falls clearly within the City of Stirling. Therefore, 
I wanted to know what action the city would take to address this problem, and when it would do so. I received a 
response on 26 May 2014, stating that the city concurs with the advice of the Minister for Environment. 
However, it has stated that the problem of the overabundance of white corellas is not solely related to 
Carine Open Space, but affects most parts of the metropolitan region, hence requiring a regional solution. 

On 5 June 2014, I again followed up this matter with the City of Stirling to let it know that this matter is going 
around in circles. I have written a number of times about this to the city, and am yet to be informed exactly what 
is being done to address this problem. On 19 June 2014, I received a response from the City of Stirling, and it 
was clear that it was tired of my efforts to address this problem. It stated that it had already responded to my 
questions and had tried on a number of occasions this year to access specialist Department of Parks and Wildlife 
staff to supervise white corella control operations but that as there is only one staff member statewide and that it 
had been unsuccessful in addressing the matter. Then, of course, there is the cost issue. The City of Stirling 
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advised that it will try to factor the problem of white corellas into its proposed budget for 2014–15. However, it 
is not confident that realistic controls can be achieved without a coordinated approach by other local government 
authorities, as this is a problem that is manifestly regional in nature. 

On Monday, 23 June 2014 I again wrote to the minister advising that I am still trying to find a solution for this 
problem. The City of Stirling has raised the issue of cost for the contractor, and government assistance is 
required to implement a coordinated program to control these birds. I have also been in contact with the City of 
Joondalup and had a similar response. I hope that something can be done to stop this revolving door that has 
contained no solutions. I request that this problem now be aggressively pursued by the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife and to support the local governments with some financial assistance. I was advised last year that 
research has been conducted to better understand the movement patterns of the corellas so that control efforts 
may be better targeted in future. I would like to inquire how advanced that research currently is. Do we now 
have an understanding of how the corella population moves around the metropolitan area? This is vital 
information required for the success of a control program that needs to be coordinated. I would like to request 
that the department of environment take on this responsibility and role of coordinating the local councils. 
Specific problem sites can be targeted throughout the metropolitan area to achieve the successful trapping or 
netting of these birds. 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.30 am]: I start by acknowledging the 
ongoing efforts of the member for Carine to engage on this issue in representing the concerns of his electors in 
particularly Carine, and also across his electorate. He has raised this matter with me a number of times. 
I understand his frustration and I thank him for his efforts in this space. 

By way of background, two species of white corella and also a type of parrot have been introduced into the Perth 
metropolitan area—the two species of corella being the little corella and the eastern long-billed corella. Both 
species pose a threat to local native birds through competition for nesting hollows, and also they are a nuisance 
to local communities and primary producers, particularly outside the metropolitan area. Although both these 
species are introduced to Western Australia, they are by definition native fauna and therefore become protected 
under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950. As such, a licence is required to take them unless an open season is 
declared. Such licences may be issued for native bird species that are causing damage or public nuisance—these 
ones would be prime examples. 

Rainbow lorikeets are also an introduced species in the south west of Western Australia and they similarly pose 
a nuisance to local communities, to the environment and, again, to primary producers. By way of example, 
rainbow lorikeets are declared an acclimatised fauna under section 14 of the Wildlife Conservation Act, so no 
licences or permits are required to take them within the south west land division. Rainbow lorikeets are also 
declared pests in the southern part of WA under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, which 
effectively requires landowners to control these birds on their private land without the need to obtain a damage 
licence from the Department of Parks and Wildlife. 

The control of nuisance bird species like corellas or rainbow lorikeets is not clearly assigned to any one 
government agency or organisation. Typically, the principle would be that the relevant land manager carries 
responsibility. By way of example, the Department of Parks and Wildlife’s current priority is to manage pest 
species on lands for which the Department of Parks and Wildlife has direct responsibility, and local governments 
are responsible for managing these birds on lands for which the relevant local government has responsibility. 
Between 2007 and 2013, the Department of Parks and Wildlife operated a trial program for introduced corellas 
and rainbow lorikeets that involved the removal of more than 25 000 birds. This program included the 
development of effective techniques for humane control of the corellas and lorikeets for use by other land 
managers such as local governments. The program also included some monitoring of bird movement patterns in 
the metropolitan area to gain a better understanding with the aim of developing more effective control strategies 
across jurisdictions. From this work, it is apparent that a coordinated and integrated control program is the best 
way to effectively manage these birds in urban, and near urban, areas. 

The program was undertaken using external funds and the Department of Parks and Wildlife is not currently 
undertaking specific control of corellas within the Perth metropolitan area. However, in 2013, the Departments 
of Parks and Wildlife and Agriculture and Food, and the Western Australian Local Government Association 
collaborated to develop a coordinated and cooperative strategy to control introduced corellas and rainbow 
lorikeets in the Perth metropolitan area. In order to implement the initial phase of this strategy within the greater 
metropolitan and surrounding areas, broad involvement and support from local governments as the key land 
managers within the metropolitan and broader urban area is required. All local governments within the greater 
metropolitan area were asked to consider this proposal and to make a commitment to fund a minimum of 
$5 000 per annum for five years to be managed through an introduced corella and rainbow lorikeet response 
group, which would also include the Departments of Parks and Wildlife and Agriculture and Food and the 
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Western Australian Local Government Association. As the member for Carine has noted, of the 36 local 
governments contacted, responses were received from only 22—which is 61 per cent. Half of the responses 
received rejected the funding proposal outright, being only $5 000 a year for five years to address this problem. 
Of the 11 supportive responses, only four offered to provide in-kind support for possible future consideration. 
With respect to the Carine area, the City of Stirling indicated that it would provide only in-kind support at this 
time and did not commit to financial support. Unfortunately, the overall level of commitment was not sufficient 
at this point to operate the integrated control program. 

I again stress that it is important to note that local government, as with private landowners, is responsible for 
managing pest animals on lands that it manages, as is Parks and Wildlife. To put that in context, the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife manages over 28.5 million hectares of state conservation area and that conservation estate 
alone is bigger than the state of Victoria. In addition, Parks and Wildlife has responsibility for pest, animal and 
weed control on a further 89 million hectares of unallocated crown land and unmanaged reserves outside the 
metropolitan area and town sites—that further area is larger than New South Wales. The estate the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife manages is larger than New South Wales and Victoria put together. 

In addition, the Department of Parks and Wildlife has also undertaken some training of external providers in the 
use of control techniques for corellas and rainbow lorikeets. In order to assist local governments, where control 
programs by local government are warranted, the department can issue damage permits for local government 
authorities and put them in contact with trained contractors. Two good examples of that are the Town of 
Claremont and the City of Mandurah which are currently taking such actions. I am advised that the City of 
Stirling is investigating the option of engaging a contractor to undertake corella control work. I appreciate that 
the corella population is a significant nuisance issue for the community, and given that they are a highly mobile 
pest, the effectiveness of our approach would be maximised if it was able to be coordinated with similar control 
work being undertaken by surrounding councils. 
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